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contemporary English letters the years that
followed were to prove - his name as a
writer   was   entirely   unknown   in   this
country.   In the decade and a bit that
followed, he built up for himself among
the  more  discerning the  reputation  of
being almost the best literary critic alive.
It is not my intention to add here any-
thing to what has been written of him
in this regard.   But these pages abont
India that follow have a bearing on his
critical  gifts;   for  he   brought  to   his
criticism, besides the learning that gave
it authority, qualities of mind and judge-
ment that had been acquired in another
place, and in particular a certain half-
amused detachment or tolerance which
derived from his acquaintance with more
than one culture and more than one set
of human and intellectual values.   Some-
thing of this is tacitly conveyed in One
Man's India.   The reader of it acquires
&a understanding of Welby, both as man
aixl writer, that could not be had by
reading only his critical work.   Here he